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Gen. V.P. Malik, (AVSM, PVSM) lightintpe lamp to inaugurate the seminar before theraits of
Field Marshall Manekshaw and Dr. Sydmasad Mookerjee.With him are seen Shri K.N. Siahan
Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Prof. P. Stobdash &mt. Mahua Dhar

Prof. Stobdan and Gen. V.P. Malik



Col. Sabyasachi Bagchi and Shri Manas Ghosh, timameed chief editor of Dainik Statesman

Shri Ajai Sahni (Director, South Asia Terrorism ®dy speaking at the seminar.



Left to right- Sarva Shri Dattatreya Hosbale, Birnath, Rabi Ranjan Sen, Thupstan Chhewang
and Sandhya Jain in a session on ‘Threats to rafidentity’

Shri Arun Shourie, speaking at the session- ‘IDgakith rising China’



Mr. Justice Chittaatosh Mookerjee chairing the dal®ry session, on his left are Shri Jaswant
Singh and Shri Chandan Mitra

(From left to right)- Shri KN Sahani, Justice Caitish Mookerjee, Shri Jaswant Singh and Shri
Chandan Mitra



Shri Rajnath Singh and Shri B.C. Khanduri lightthg lamp at a mammoth public conference at
Kolkata University Institute Hall

Shri S. Banerjee, Dr. Harshvardhan, Shri B.C. Klein&hri Rajnath Singh, Shri Santosh, Shri
Bhattacharya and Shri K.N. Sahani



A view of the audience

Dr. Mookerjee's 107th birth anniversary celebratedin Kolkata
Seminar on National Security

Defence mired in political lethargy
Cultural identity (soft power) needs hard powerlitany strength) to be
protected.

—Gen. (retd.) V.P. Malik

India has become the most threatened countryamwtbrld, from south to north and
northeast to north west, and the politicians atfealgic, disinterested and do not listen to
the recommendations made by army officers to thisenorale and defense preparedness
of the army, said Gen. (retd.) V.P. Malik while uigaurating the two-day national seminar
on 'Threats to national identity and security ist2dentury' at Kolkata. The seminar was
dedicated to the memory of Field Marshall SHFJ Mahaw.

The seminar was held on the occasion of 107tk lainniversary of Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee under the aegis of Dr. Syama Prasad Mgekdresearch Foundation. The
seminar, first of its kind in Kolkata was attendeyl luminaries such as Leader of the
Opposition and former foreign minister Shri Jasw@imgh, former union minister and
veteran journalist Arun Shourie, former high consioser to Pakistan G. Parthasarathy,
Maj. Gen. (retd.) Ashok Mehta, senior fellow of IR®rof. P.Stobdan, former deputy
chief of army staff Lt. Gen (retd.) N.S. Malik, Méer of Parliament from Ladakh Shri
Thupstan Chhewang, Member of Parliament from Arbab&hri Kiran Rijiju, former
joint secretary, cabinet secretariat Shri Bhaskay, hief Editor dainik Statesman Shri
Manas Ghosh, noted columnist Smt. Sandhya Jaimdfaugeneral secretary of World
Organisation of Students and Youth Shri Dattatridgabale, former president of West
Bengal BJP Shri Tathagat Roy, veteran defence exj@r Sabyasachi Bagchi, senior
student leader Shri Jatin Mohanty, president of VB=ngal ABVP Shri Rabi Ranjan
Sen, Editor of famous Bengali weekly, Shri Bijoyrdar Adya etc.




Shri K.N.Sahani, President of the Foundatwelcomed the guests, Dr. Harsh
Vardhan, Secretary of the Foundation, gave anduottion to the foundation while Shri
Tarun Vijay, Director presented the seminar's thePnef. Stobdan discussed the concept
of the seminar as its coordinator.

Gen. Malik said that the dependence on importadpegent and low morale of the
officers was posing a serious problem for the Inddamy, "Even today we are importing
70 per cent of our equipment. As long as we hawdefend on equipment from outside,
we will be inconvenienced by any rise in priceg"daid.

Gen. Malik, the army chief during the 1999 Karg#émnysaid at that time, Indian troops
were low on tangible assets, but high on moralecamfidence.

"This asset is almost on the verge of extincti@mwnThere is an acute shortage of
officers. Young men and women with great leadershjpabilities are not joining. Those
in the army want to quit,” he said. He presentegaper on "Indian Defence Forces'
preparedness to deal with challenges of the 21dtipe”

"The low morale of the forces is becoming visidleouldn't dream of such a scenario
when | joined the army,” he regretted. He alsoiatzeed the political leadership for
ignoring the recommendation to create the postioéfCof Defence Staff.” That was a
right recommendation made years ago. But the govenh chickened out. This was
unfortunate.”

Gen. Malik expressed his unhappiness against tisengrmy for internal security duties.

"You can't switch a soldier on and off from extdrto internal security. These two need
completely different orientations," he said.

Continuing with his hard-hitting speech, Malikd#hat the government made a mistake
by neglecting the Border States soon after indeperel "Unless we assimilate these
people, our defense cannot be strong."

Replying to a query as to why the strategic roed®8order States like Arunachal
Pradesh still lay in neglect, Malik said: "In 1986e government gave us huge resources
to build infrastructure like airfields and roadsok was on at a great pace. Then in
1988, (then prime minister) Rajeev Gandhi went in@. After that, the fund flow dried
up"

Malik highlighted the need for military might tastain India's core values.

"Unless you are alert about the need for protecyiogr independence, how can you
evolve as a great nation?" he asked at the senfinasrder to protect your soft power -
your cultural ethos - you can't do without adequmesteel power. They need to compliment
each other," he added.

Shri Arun Shourie warned against the designs ef @hinese expansionism and said
there is no alternative to build your own defentrergyth to counter the threats on the
northern front. ‘Claim, claim and grab' is the G¥ge policy, he cautioned. He chaired a
special session on 'dealing with rising China'. Asgador G. Parthasarathy, Prof.

the Chinese incursions in Arunachaal had spokeayadrlier on Chinese designs.

Prof P. Stobdan in his opening remarks said tkalnhdia continues a rapid economic
growth and regains a justified position in the wlodynamics, she also wakes up to
unique challenges of national security and identity



India has transformed itself, over the decades,amimodernizing emerging great power.
India's achievements and recognition in modern girasesentially stemmed from the
contemporary relevance of ancient Hindu civilizatidt's vast plurality and tradition of

tolerance has particularly found compatibility wittodernity and liberal democracy. The
country, despite all odds, has lived up to a fuor@l democracy for over half a century.
It has also uniquely evolved as an Indian democracy

There are also challenges that are regional inr@afhe prolonged instabilities in the
neighborhood have serious politico-security consaqas for India. A perceptible shift
in power to the Asian continent is already in tffeng. The rapid growth of major Asian
economies particularly the emergence of Chinasigoarpower is a major challenge that
require cogent Indian response. Meanwhile majomt@s are also turning towards
multilateralism and regionalism to resolve thegntty and security dilemmas.

Significantly, new issues have come to the foled pose major challenges to India's
nuclear policy. The menace of terrorism, largelyihg underpinnings in the differences
between the Western and Islamic cultural values, &ao been played on the Indian
scene. Terrorism distorts India's pluralistic expent and harmonious balance of
societies.



